A SNAP ELECTION
to be firmly established. Our chief concern in the war
between Italy and Abyssinia is that it threatens to destroy
the system that we have built up to protect you and your
children against war. Will you help us to secure peace
through the League: of Nations or will you compel every
Government, whatever its principles may be, to return to
the old ways of militarism and war ? *
That just this despicable betrayal would happen had been
foreseen by many who had no faith in the reality or honesty of
Baldwin's vociferated protests of loyalty to the League. Indeed
this was referred to in a remarkable letter to The Times by
Colonel" Hoadlam, a life-long Conservative who had been
Parliamentary and Financial Secretary to the Admiralty in
Baldwin's second administration. ,He wrote:
* During the election campaign Socialists and Liberals
constantly asserted that if a Conservative majority were
returned to the House of Commons the Government would
under cover of this majority lake the iirst opportunity to buy
off the Italians and so wreck the whole system of collective
security. These1: allegations were strenuously denied by
Conservative candidates on every platform in the country
because they honestly believed them to be false.*
The defence put up by Baldwin and Neville Chamberlain
, was an attempt to push I lie blame on to the shoulders of Sir
Samuel Hoarc. The Foreign Secretary was a tired and worn-
out man, much in need of a holiday and not fit to carry out
a difiicult and delicate task. Then, too, there was an absence
of liaison between the British Kmbassy and Downing Street.
The Prime Minister did not know what the proposals were
until he got a letter at breakfast time. Before he had time to
study the document the leakage took place. He had to decide
quickly. This defence is both ambiguous and contradictory.
As the proposals were drafted long before the Foreign Secretary
went to Paris, his physical condition was not a factor in the
case. There were no difficult negotiations to be carried through.
The proposals were known to M. Laval and probably through
him to Mussolini Nor could the British Prime Minister
honestly plead Ignorance of the proposals* It is now known
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